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The world is in the midst of 
dramatic transformations.



A World Transforming



A World Transforming

GDP Growth by Level of Development 

WTO, 2014
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Extreme Poverty has Declined Sharply
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Extreme Poverty has Declined Sharply in Non-Fragile States
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The complex nature of global challenges 
demands a new mindset.



Traditional view of 
“international development” 

is long outdated.



Every Country is a developing country
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An Agenda for global cooperation

An Agenda for successful societies

An Agenda for all countries, 
communities, citizens 

IAgenda 2030









Canadians have not kept pace.



Only 3% of students study abroad each year





Foundations allocate ~$1.7 billion annually

--> but only ~$100 million to international 



Print References to Millennium Development Goals
2001-2014



Falling behind on ODA 
(as % of national income)



Whose Responsibility?

• Knowledge Generators & Educators

– researchers, universities, think tanks, students

• Market Actors

– entrepreneurs, pension funds, financial institutions

• Citizens and Civil Society

– philanthropists, NGOs, media, youth …

• Governments at all levels, across sectors:

– health, finance, environment, provinces, cities …



A generational shift is needed.



Ensure Global Education 
for a Global Generation

By 2030, all Canadian university graduates 
complete an overseas learning or work 

experience, with an emphasis on emerging 
economies.



Build Communities of 
Applied Research Expertise

Establish global centers of expertise focused on 
the applied challenges of global sustainable 

development at multiple major Canadian 
universities.



Forge a Business Leadership Alliance 

Create an alliance of CEOs supporting global 
sustainable development, building on successful 

lessons in countries like 
Sweden and the United States. 



Foster Civil Society 
Innovation and Leadership

Launch a GSD Innovation Hub 

and 

High-Level CSO “Enabling Environment” Review



Mobilize Canadian Philanthropy to 
Tackle Global Challenges

Seek to establish at least 3 philanthropic 
foundations, each focused on GSD and investing 

at least $50 million per year.



Forge a New Role for the 
Government of Canada

Broaden and strengthen the role of the federal 
government to become a “systems architect” 

for Canadian engagement 



Convene a new Canada-hosted 

Global Sustainable Development Forum 

Get Connected to Get Started



Establish the “How” and “How Much” for
Canada’s Investment Priorities

(bullets?)

Launch a multi-generational task force from 
business, academia, government, civil society to 

identify the mix and scale of investments 
required for Canada’s strategic interests.
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