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Gebriel Galatis

Gebriel Galatis is the Canadian Feed The Children Country Representative in Ethiopia for the past eight years. Prior to this role Gebriel worked with a number of international humanitarian and relief organizations such as the Christian Children’s Fund of Canada (CCFC), Food for the Hungry, and the U.S. Feed the Children International. He played a major role in establishing a first network of non-profit organizations in Ethiopia to create a common platform to share and exchange ideas to make Canadian-funded NGOs more effective and viable.

 

Gebriel has also served as Board member and later Chairman of the Consortium of Christian Relief and Development Association (CCRDA), an indigenous non-profit umbrella organization with a membership of over 300 local and international civil society organizations in Ethiopia. CCRDA played a pivotal role in providing humanitarian and relief assistance during the 1984-85 infamous famine in Ethiopia, and is currently engaged in relief, rehabilitation, and diverse developmental activities focusing on poverty alleviation.  

Shannon Kindornay
Shannon Kindornay is a researcher at The North-South Institute. Her research interests include development cooperation, governance of the aid architecture, aid effectiveness, and aid and the private sector. Prior to joining NSI, Shannon worked at the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). She holds an MA from Carleton University’s Norman Paterson School of International Affairs (NPSIA) and a BA in Global Studies and Political Science from Wilfrid Laurier University. Shannon speaks English and French.
Earl Miller

Earl Miller is the Director of Partnerships, Government and International Relations at MaRS’ Regional Innovation Centre, and is responsible for provincial commercialization relationships, government stakeholders in the Toronto Region, and business development with Canadian trade and economic development officials, foreign governments and international partners. He collaborates with organizations in the public and private sectors looking to source new technology, invest in startup companies and undertake projects to share knowledge about innovation best practices. Earl has master’s degrees in political science and environmental studies, and is an accredited partnership broker. Prior to joining MaRS he worked at senior levels in the Ontario Public Service and at Scotiabank and Ryerson University.
FACILIITATORS, PANELISTS & MODERATORS
Mark Blumberg

Mark Blumberg is a partner at the law firm of Blumberg Segal LLP in Toronto and works almost exclusively in the areas of non-profit and charity law.  He provides legal services and advice to Canadian charities and foreign charities operating in Canada. He has a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Toronto, an LLB from the University of British Columbia, and a LLM from Osgoode Hall Law School in Tax Law.  

Mark is on the Executive of the Canadian Bar Association National Charities and Not-for-Profit Law Section and Ontario Bar Association Charity and Non-profit law section. He is quoted regularly in print media and appears frequently on radio and television on topics relating to philanthropy and the regulation of charities in Canada. Mark has also appeared on a number of occasions in front of the House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance on topics such as charity regulation, transparency, accountability and tax incentives for philanthropy.  

Mark has also made presentations to the Charities Directorate Annual All Staff Meeting as well the Annual Divisional Staff Meeting of the Determinations Section of Charities Directorate. He lectures frequently to various industry and professional groups on charity compliance issues including the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Ontario as well as BC and Alberta. Mark is also the editor of http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca, a Canadian charity law website, and http://www.globalphilanthropy.ca ™, a Canadian website dedicated to news about the Canadian charitable sector as well as legal and ethical issues for Canadian charities operating in Canada or abroad.

John D. Cameron

John D. Cameron is Associate Professor and Chair of the Department of International Development Studies at Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia. His is also the past-President (2012-14) of the Canadian Consortium of University Programs in International Development Studies (CCUPIDS) and board member of the Canadian Association for the Study of International Development (CASID). His research interests focus on two broad areas: 1) political struggles over indigenous rights in Bolivia (where he is an associate researcher with the Fundación TIERRA), and 2) the ways in which development issues are represented to the public in Canada and other countries of the global North by governments and NGOs. His recent publications include the book Struggles for Local Democracy in the Andes and various journal articles, including “Development Made Sexy: How it happened and what it means” (Third World Quarterly), “Development is a Bag of Cement: The Infrapolitics of Participatory Budgeting in the Rural Andes” (Development in Practice), “Indigenous Autonomy and the Contradictions of Plurinationalism in Bolivia” (Latin American Politics and Society) and “Can Poverty be Funny? The Serious Use of Humor as a Strategy of Public Engagement for Global Social Justice.” He also recently co-edited with Fahim Quadir and Rebecca Tiessen a special issue of the Canadian Journal of Development Studies on teaching and learning in International Development Studies (2013).
Jennifer Corriero

Named by Forbes as an 'Innovative Rising Star', Jennifer Corriero is a social entrepreneur, bringing tremendous insight into understanding, reaching and engaging youth through the power of digital media and online communities. Jennifer is co-founder and Executive Director of TakingITGlobal, a non-profit organization that has thrived for over a decade and has been a recipient of the Tech Museum Awards and recognized as a WorldBlu Democratic Workplace. She has her Masters in Environmental Studies and serves as Adjunct Professor with the Faculty of Health at York University where she helped to design a course titled Agents of Change in a Global World.

Jennifer has been a judge for a range of awards including the 2014 EdTech Digest Awards, 2014 Microsoft Challenge for Change Awards, 2013 World Summit Youth Award, and 2010 Buckminister Fuller Challenge. In 2003, Jennifer was a member of the Official Canadian Government Delegation to the World Summit on the Information Society. She has traveled to over 30 countries, presenting at conferences and supporting civil society engagement. In 2011, Jennifer served as a member of the World Economic Forum Global Agenda Council on Youth Unemployment.

Katie Daly

Katie Daly is a graduate of the Adult Education and Community Development graduate studies program at the University of Toronto.  She has lived and worked in communities in Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela. Katie has also worked with a variety of Non-Governmental Organizations in Latin America and in Canada.  She has been the Program Director at Pueblito for the last four years and has been working toward an amalgamation with Casa Canadiense since the end of 2012.
Kimberly Gibbons

Inspired by the power of collaboration and community, since 2005 Kimberly Gibbons has dedicated much of her professional energy to OCIC as it’s Executive Director. For the past three years she has also been immersed in the work of the Inter-Council Network of Provincial and Regional Councils for International Cooperation (ICN) as host Council of the network. Kimberly counts as formative experiences her involvement in development education as a local committee and overseas volunteer in Guelph and Costa Rica with Canadian Crossroads International; field research and work with street children in India; teaching ESL and global issues to children and adults in rural Japan; supporting gender and human rights profiles within the Commonwealth Secretariat; and coordinating culture and education programmes for the Consulate General of Japan in Toronto. She has also worked in a variety of programs, hospitals and schools supporting the participation and rehabilitation of persons with special needs.   

Kimberly holds a Master of Education in Adult Education and Transformative Learning from OISE, University of Toronto, and has studied human rights at the graduate level at the Commonwealth Institute, University of London, England. She has a Bachelor of Arts in International Development and Rural Extension Studies from the University of Guelph, and completed her final undergraduate year of study at SNDT Women’s University, Mumbai, India.

Claire Holloway Wadhwani 

As Executive Director of the CAP/AIDS Network Claire Holloway Wadhwani has spent the past five years developing and managing partnerships with grassroots CBOs in Africa as well as with other small organisations and volunteer-led groups in Canada. She has led CAP/AIDS' move towards an innovative partnership model acting as a bridge between African and Canadian organisations - coordinating resource mobilisation, providing capacity building support and working with partners to develop systems and strategies which facilitate clear communication, cooperation and achievement of mutual goals. Beyond that, Claire has more than 10 years experience in the non-profit sector specializing in fundraising, communications and organisational management. She has worked with NGOs in Canada, Africa and India working to improve the efficiency of organisational management systems, to raise their profile and to generate resources to support their work.

Claire has also served as President of the Board of Directors of OCIC and has a passion for grassroots participation and the beauty of smaller, community-based initiatives as both as a means of advancing community development goals and in effectively engaging with Canadian supporters. Claire's latest endeavour is as Founder & Lead at Small Shop. Big impact. - a niche consultancy project aimed at helping small/med nonprofits 'do more with less' through streamlined organisations management and impact assessment systems  and efficient communications and fundraising strategies. 

Faisal Islam

Faisal Islam has over 10 years of experience in international development and Monitoring and Evaluation. He has worked with a number of development organizations in a variety of settings, including government agencies, international NGOs, academics and national NGOs across Asia, Africa and North America. Currently, as Monitoring and Evaluation Manager at Canadian Feed the Children he has been conducting and managing CFTC M&E work in six countries. Faisal also serves as an OCIC Board Director and member of OCIC’s Governance Committee.
Jared Klassen

Jared Klassen’s experience in international development ranges from program management and monitoring and evaluation practices to local community engagement strategies. His past overseas experience has focused on food security, community-based health programs, and local business development. After a more recent move to Ottawa Jared has expanded on issues of international development policy, working with the Mennonite Central Committee, as well as the Canadian Council for International Cooperation (CCIC). Jared was the lead consultant for CCIC’s recent research project looking at the different ways that Canadian CSOs are engaging the private sector. He is currently consulting for the Food Security Policy Group, documenting case studies of development projects that have partnered with the private sector to address hunger and food security issues.
Mitra Manouchehrian
Mitra Manouchehrian is an international development professional specializing in international public health and health promotion initiatives. Mitra first became involved in international development through a placement with Canadian Crossroads International and their partner organization in Togo, a community micro-finance organization interested in expanding their HIV/AIDS prevention activities. Upon returning to Toronto, she worked in programming at CCI, followed by a stint in the Far North province of Cameroon with VSO to identify the training needs of PLHIV associations. Mitra then pursued a Master’s degree in International Public Health at the University of Sydney, Australia.  
Mitra is currently a Program Manager with Plan International Canada, managing grants financed by the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria in west and southern Africa. Her role includes working to create enabling environments where complex partnerships between key stakeholders such as local communities, community leaders, and local and national governmental bodies can flourish. The goals of these partnerships are to ensure the work of countries, Plan International, and the Global Fund is scaled up to meet national and international disease reduction targets, ultimately improving the health and well-being of children and their families. Mitra has been an OCIC Board Director since 2010 and is currently an Associate Member serving as Secretary and member of the Personnel Committee. 

Nicolas Moyer

Nicolas Moyer joined the newly formed Humanitarian Coalition (HC) in December 2007 with the mandate to establish a humanitarian joint appeal mechanism for Canada. He has guided the formation of the HC as it has evolved from a pilot to become an organization of national significance. He has overseen the development of humanitarian fundraising and communications for the organization, program accountability measures and all other facets of the organization's growth. Before working with the HC, he worked for rural development and women's empowerment programs in Ethiopia. In that country, he also established the Canadian Network of NGOs (CANGO) and wrote for and edited a national newspaper.  He holds a B.Sc. in Economics from the Université de Montréal and a Masters in International Relations from MacQuarie University in Sydney, Australia.
Vic Neufeld

Dr. Vic Neufeld is Professor Emeritus in the Faculty of Health Sciences at McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada, where for 27 years he served as a general internist, educator and researcher. He was the founding director of McMaster’s Centre for International Health. With a growing interest in health research for development, he left McMaster in 1997 to work as a senior advisor with the Geneva-based Council on Health Research for Development (COHRED), focusing on health research priority setting in low and middle-income countries. In  2003, he became the founding national coordinator of the Canadian Coalition for Global Health Research (CCGHR), and now serves as a CCGHR Special Advisor. Professor Neufeld continues to have a special interest in health research capacity strengthening, including leadership development, particularly in low and middle-income countries.

Sarah Power

As the Inter-Council Network (ICN) National Coordinator, Sarah Power has spent the past three years facilitating collaboration between the seven Provincial and Regional Councils for International Cooperation, as well as partnerships with over 1,000 public engagement practitioners through the Global Hive initiative. Through this process Sarah has been challenged to find effective and creative ways of bringing people together and strongly values the strengths of working this way. 

Sarah holds a M.Ed. in Adult Education and Community Development from the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto (OISE/UT), and a B.A. in Human Rights and Law from Carleton University. She has diverse experience working in public engagement, women’s rights, community development, adult education and international cooperation. Her passions are reflected in her past experiences, which include volunteering in Cameroon with CUSO-VSO and working in various capacities with the Women’s Human Rights Education Institute.  

Kent Schroeder

Kent Schroeder has 15 years of experience working on a variety of international development initiatives in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and Eastern Europe. He has worked as a project manager, trainer, researcher and evaluation consultant for projects focused on governance, microfinance, HIV/AIDS, entrepreneurship development and community health. Kent also managed a governance and capacity building initiative with indigenous peoples in the Canadian arctic. He has written and published on a range of development issues including North/South partnership building, participation and development, the role of values in development, higher education and development, and the application of complexity theory to development practice. Kent is currently Director, International Development Projects, and Coordinator, Bachelor of International Development Degree Program at Humber College.
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